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Li Hu's Life and His Art

Ping Li

Li Hu was born in Shanghai, China. His family was artistic.
His father was a designer, and his uncle produced popular
illustrated books centering in historical stories and traditional
Chinese myths. Within this family environment, Li Hu was
exposed to many artistic sources of inspiration, not all of
which were Chinese, including Western art within his
youthful imagination. Deeply grounded in Chinese tradition,
that imagination early evidenced his cosmopolitan capacity.
In his late teens, Li Hu was sent to the countryside due to
China’s Culture Revolution. By the time he became a young
adult, he returned from countryside to Shanghai and studied
fine art. In 1986, Li Hu graduated from Shanghai University
Fine Arts College, and was appointed as a professor, taught
painting there. In 1988, Li and his wife Ping had their first
child in Shanghai. By the end of 1989, early 1990, Li and
Ping went to the United States for further schooling.

Li Hu received his MFA in painting from the University of
South Dakota in 1993. He took a tenure track position at the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkoshin 1994. Li devoted himself
to teaching art through the ranks of assistant professor,
associated professor, full professor of art, to endowed
professorship and emeritus professor. Over the course of his
career, Li had more than forty solo shows and hundred group
exhibitions in the United States and internationally. Li had
received over ten awards from national juried competitions
and his work has been collected by many public and private
collectors. His story and art works are featured in over ten
books including “Who's Who in America”, who's Who in the
World”, and “One Hundred Outstanding Artists”, published
both in the United States and China.

Professor Hu dedicated his life to teaching and creating art.
He was an optimist and idealist in a postmodern era. His work
is particularly evocative of the cultural, social, and intellectual
challenges of the postmodern era in the East and West.
Professor Hu's work reflect the interaction of biography,
intellectual and experiential history, and mythology, which

centers within the realm of his imagination. Li Hu used to
say, “To me, painting is a way to escape from reality. It's
my freedom of expression, where | can let my imagination
run wild. In the practice of figurative painting, | study the
unknown, exploring uncertainties and worlds of infinite
possibilities rather than focusing on the narrative image
making. | enjoy the experience of self-destruction, conflict,
challenge and risk taking during the process of painting.
I'm excited and stimulated by the fresh and strange visual
language that's resulted from many experiments in the
process”.

Li Hu was an artist who favored painting large scale
paintings. He was a productive artist. Besides teaching and
nurturing art students as an art professor, Li spent most
of his time in his studio painting. His monumental painting
“Birds of Nv Woh"(4.7 x 13.3 meter) was created in 1995.
With a faculty research development grand at the University
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, Li used the university theater
department facility and equipment, worked sixteen hours a
day in the summer to finish the project. Through the “Birds
of Nv Woh", Li Hu stood as a rare and welcome advocate
of a realizing imagination, and thus non-violent mythic
imagination. He was a non-violent idealist contemplating
the human condition within a factually and experientially
violent world. It is for that reason that his body of work is
of particular importance. There is a similar element to his
paintings which optimistically hopes to realize a qualitative
vision of reality and life.

Other art works of professor Hu include: Rape of Nanking,
1.2 X 10.5 M (2003-2005); Rope, 1.85 X 3.05 M (2000);
Red Rope, (1997); painting series “Table"(1993-1998),
"Journey of Silence”(1992-2012), “Empress”(1992-2004),
and "Migration”(2008-2016). One of the Migration painting
series —"Mass Migration”, 1.7 X 6.8 M — despite his declining
physical condition, Li finished the painting during his last
stay in Puerto Rico in February 2016.
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